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Classrooms that Spark! Sizzles during Teachers’ Choice Awards!

Lighting the fire of learning and putting a spark back into classrooms around the world,
Classrooms that Spark!, published by Inspiring Teachers, recently won one of the coveted 2006
Teachers Choice Awards put out by Learning Magazine. The newest title for the 8-year-old
company, Classrooms that Spark! showed its true colors during the evaluation and testing
process.

“Classrooms that Spark! received excellent reviews...” said Jaymi Bradford of Learning Maga-
zine in her announcement letter. The contest had over 430 products submitted this year and there
were approximately seventy teacher “teams” from around the US that evaluated each entry in
actual classroom settings. As the letter stated, they were “overwhelmed with the quality and
educational value of the products.”

This is the 12" year in which Learning Magazine has offered this prestigious award; the first
being in 1994. The program has become one of the most recognized awards in the educational
market. “Each product is evaluated on its own merit. Only those products that meet out teach-
ers’ stringent standards are chosen to receive a Teachers’ Choice Award.” states Bradford. She
also comments that Learning Magazines’ Teachers’ Choice award is different than others because
it is the only one where products are actually tested out and evaluated in actual working class-
rooms with real every-day teachers. “What better way to evaluate a product’s educational value
than in real-life use?”

Classrooms that Spark! will be featured in the January 2006 issue of Learning Magazine and
Inspiring Teachers Publishing will receive a plaque commemorating their accomplishment.

Emma McDonald, CEO of Inspiring Teachers Publishing has been educating children and adults
for 14 years. Her strategies have been featured in Instructor and other educational magazines.
She is also the co-author of the world renowned Survival Kit for New Teachers and Classrooms
that Spark! She currently works with the Teacher Preparation and Certification program at the
Region 10 Education Service Center in Texas, presents staff development sessions on a variety of
topics, and supports new and veteran teachers at her Web site www.inspiringteachers.com.
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